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WHO ARE THE
THEATRE
HEROES?

Theatre Heroes Is an Austin-based company of
artists who create high quality touring performances
for young audiences and those young at heart. They
are theatre makers, fearless adventures, and terrified
mistake makers. They celebrate the live theatre
experience as a launch pad for promoting creativity
and innovation. They make story and adventure;
encouraging youth to pursue their own dreams and
keep this art form alive. They strive to create a world
of Infinite possibilities and limitless imagination
where anyone can be their own hero.

Learn more at theatreheroes.org

Theatre Heroes prides themselves in learning from
their mistakes. Write about a mistake you've made
that you ended up learning a lot from.

The company encourages audience members to
chase their dreams. Write about one of your dreams
that you're determined to achieve.

WHO IS JACK LONDON?

Jack London, whose life symbolized the power of
will, was the most successful writer in America in
the early 20th Century. His vigorous stories of men
and animals against the environment, and survival
against hardships were drawn mainly from his own
experience. London passed his childhood in poverty
in the Oakland slums. At the age of 1/, he ventured
to sea. The turning point of his life was a thirty-day
imprisonment that was so degrading it made him
decide to turn to education and pursue a career
in writing. His years in the Klondike searching for
gold left their mark in his best short stories; among
them, The Call of the Wild, and White Fang. His work
embraced the concepts of unconfined individualism
and Darwinism in its exploration of the laws of nature.

LEARN MORE:

Research Jack London’s fascinating life to find the
answers to the following gquestions.

Jack decided to turn things around
after spending a month in jail.
What crime was he imprisoned for?

Before venturing on the Yukon Traill,
London spent a short time attending
what esteemed college in California?

How old was London when
Call of the Wild was published?

In the 17 years that London was a
writer, how many books did he write?

WHAT’S YOUR TAKE?

Write a review of the show. What was great? What
guestions were you left with? Was there anything that
could be improved? Be sure to shade in the humber
of stars you'd give this production.
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In 1859, the scientist Charles Darwin published a book called The Origin of Species. This book
provided the world with evidence of evolution. Evolution is the process by which different
kinds of living organisms are thought to have developed and diversified from earlier forms
during the history of the earth.

A big part of an animal’s evolution is its ability to adapt to new surroundings and situations.
Buck must adapt to many new situations in Call of the Wild. Flll In the chart below to further
explore how Buck Is able to adapt and succeed In a new environment.

SITUATION HOWBUCK CHANGES OR ADAPTS

Manuel betrays Buck. Buck begins to be mistrustful of men,

MUSH!

For centuries, sled dogs were the best form of
transportation available in Alaska. Buck and his
various masters travelled the Yukon by sled. Can you
label the Image below with these vocabulary terms?

MUSHER SWING DOGS
WHEEL DOGS THE SLED
TEAM DOGS LEAD DOGS

Can beany age, sex

of race. They relay

carmmands ta.the They provide the

team and sometimes  “horsepower” of the  They help set the
run behind the sled tearm and help turn pace and turn the
to speed it along the sled sled arocund corners

Clder versions are They are placed They are the head
made out of wood, directly ahead of the of the team. Theay
but modern ones are  sled and tend to be  respond to the

built of space-age the strongest dogs musher’'s commands,
rmaterials such as on the team find-and-follow the
Kevlar and Titanium trails, and set the

pace of the team.

PACKYOUR PACK

While packing for a Klondike excursion,
one had to ensure that they had plenty of
clothing, food, and supplies. They also had
to be mindful of how much weight they
were carrying so that they weren't slowing
or exhausting their sled dogs. What would
vou pack If you were to venture onto the
Yukon Trail in search of gold?

INTERPRET THE TITLE

KEEP
QUESTIONING

Continue thinking about the following
guestions as you process this
incredible story.

+ Who was your favorite and least favorite
character in “Call of the Wild"?

+ What was it about these characters that
made them stand out to you?

+ Woere the actions of your least favorite
character justified?

+ The story i1s mainly told from Buck's
point of view. How does this perspective
influence how you feel about Buck?

+ How might the story change If it were
told from the dog trainer’s point of view?

+ |s Buck better off at the end of the novel
than he was at the beginning?
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Thank you to our lobby partner -

Wildlife Rescue is a local nonprofit that
rescues and rehabilitates orphaned, injured,
and sick wild animals and returns them to
the wild when they are ready. They operate a
telephone hotline 365 days/vear and educate
the public about coexisting with wildlife.

This project s aupprted in part ‘
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Learn more at www.austinwildliferescue.org
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